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Climate Charter

1: Step up our response to growing humanitarian needs and help people adapt 

to the impacts of the climate and environmental crises

2: Maximise the environmental sustainability of our work and rapidly reduce 

our greenhouse gas emissions.

climate-charter.org



Pre-event ARUP

Scaling-up the use of low-impact materials in humanitarian response

The UK Shelter Forum was preceded by a workshop on scaling-up the use of low-impact 

materials in humanitarian response hosted by Arup and a UCL Humanitarian Institute

Evening Conference on Shelter and Climate Change.
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ADAPT
Knox Clark called for a fundamental shift in response. The 

humanitarian challenge is on the scale of disasters and 

migration, nature being less predictable with new types of 

crises and complexity, and contexts with higher levels of 

vulnerability, degraded environments, and increased 

securitization and domestic focus.

UKSF Blog Is the shelter sector 

ready for climate change?



The role for shelter
• Not contributing to climate change / 

environmental degradation

• ‘Future proofing’ shelters and settlements

• Preparedness for shelter crises

• Adaptable responses with short supply lines

• New materials, logistics, SoPs, design

• More articulation with insurance / risk sharing and 

social protection



Humanitarianism 
and 

Environmentalism
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Use helicopters or donkeys 
to reach remote areas?
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Cut down trees to expand a camp footprint, 
or accept overcrowding and GBV?

© Time Magazine 2020
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Findings

“the answers are with the communities that we work with.”

“Humanitarians should focus on being facilitators and need 

to get used to being a minor partner – be humble”

“Greening the Response” and ‘Shelter and Climate Change’ should be 

dropped for ‘Climate and Shelter Justice”.

“A climate justice and people-centred approach can present opportunities for 

the shelter sector to improve collaborations; it can breakdown the silos 

across clusters, create partnerships, and potentially pull larger funds for 

both climate change and humanitarian work.”

Videos are available on the UK Shelter Forum YouTube Channel


