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SHELTER MEETING

GENEVA, 02+03 DECEMBER 2010

WELCOME ADDRESS OF MR.RUDOLF MÜLLER, 
CHIEF, EMERGENCY SERVICES BRANCH, OCHA GENEVA
Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues:

It is a pleasure to welcome you today to the Shelter Meeting.
Sadly, we are given too many reminders of the heavy impact of natural disasters on peoples’ lives. Since the beginning of the year, the world has been faced with two major emergencies, the devastating earthquake in Haiti, and the severe floods in Pakistan, as well as with a number of smaller or medium-scale disasters and emergencies. It is estimated that during the first half of 2010 only, more than 107 million 
 people have been affected by natural disasters.

As we go forward into the 21st century, disasters are expected to continue to increase in both strength and frequency. This is due to the effects of climate change and is further exacerbated by the depletion of water resources, urbanization and environmental degradation. Conflict will also continue to increase the vulnerability of people caught in the crossfire. 

For better or for worse, globalization has made the world a smaller place.  It is no longer a matter of “donor” and “beneficiary”. We share a common humanity, and we must all share the burden of humanitarian assistance.  Contributions even symbolic send a powerful message of support. 

With greater demands being placed on the humanitarian response system, the effectiveness and timely delivery of relief assistance are essential to ensure the survival of populations affected by disasters. There is a need to improve aid coordination at all levels, particularly given the presence of new actors. This is what brings us here today, to share ideas and explore the various disaster preparedness and response mechanisms at the national, regional and global levels, to strive for basic compatibility of these systems and to reach a common understanding. Many of you in the room here today possess a vast range of expertise in these areas.

Providing adequate shelter is one of the first priorities of emergency relief, and it is a key element in preserving health, ensuring protection, and maintaining the dignity of individuals and families who either lost their homes in natural disasters, or have been displaced as a result of conflict. 
The humanitarian contributions for shelter and non-food items in 2010, including Consolidated Appeals, natural disasters, bi-lateral aid and others, were so far of over 280 million USD. While much more is needed. (estimated requirements turn around 816.5 million USD), it is the responsibility of all of us to ensure that the funds available are used wisely and efficiently, minimizing waste and duplication and maximizing utility for the final recipient.
Many of you have been attending Shelter Meetings since the first one was held in November 2004. The continued interest in these bi-annual events is a testimony to their usefulness in providing a broad forum for participants to discuss, coordinate and agree on initiatives, policy, good practise and technical specifications relating to transitional settlement and reconstruction following disasters. These meetings are unique in bringing together shelter experts and practitioners from the UN, Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement, NGOs, academic institutions; not forgetting participation from donor agencies as well. I am sure that you also appreciate the opportunity for  informal networking that this kind of meeting provides, and that you will take full advantage of tonight’s dinner for that!
This is the third Shelter Meeting that OCHA is hosting. OCHA’s role on the international side is to support and to fill gaps of capacity and resources where we are asked to do so and where we can. As you are aware, the United Nations has decades of experiences in disaster response around the world, in earthquakes, floods, droughts, volcanoes and other calamities.  The many parts of the United Nations system possess, as a result, a vast range of expertise and can also exercise unique authority in public advocacy and support to vital processes of recovery and rehabilitation. 

In particular, OCHA is the arm of the United Nations that is responsible for bringing together humanitarian actors to ensure coherent response to emergencies in support of governments concerned. 

In the recent years, OCHA and its partners have had to overcome many challenges and deliver more aid, with greater efficiency and targeting, than ever before. I already mentioned the two major emergencies that affected millions of people in Haiti and Pakistan.  Just to give you an idea of the scale of coordination: Currently, in Pakistan, there are 483 ongoing projects implemented by 178 actors to respond to the need of the 14 million people affected by the floods. 
It is also OCHA’s role to press the international humanitarian system to deliver better results in part through its advocacy mandate. The Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) and other senior humanitarian officials engage constantly in private and public advocacy on key issues of concern. OCHA’s strategic approach to advocacy is based on its comparative advantage of serving as a neutral coordinating body and as a nexus for information gathering, research and analysis. The theme for the meeting today and tomorrow, i.e. “ Inter-Sector Priorities” is a topic on which OCHA is very engaged. In looking at the workshop agenda, I am encouraged to see the wide range of topics covered. The sessions devoted to the setting of standards, toolkits, guidelines, capacity-building, information management, and the sharing of lessons-learned are all important contributions toward better coordination and more effective delivery of shelter assistance. We also hope that the guidelines on “Shelter after Disaster”, which we are honoured to officially launch during this meeting, will contribute to the efficiency and coordination of the shelter response after natural disasters. 
I will conclude by wishing you fruitful and productive discussions, for the benefit of those who so often, so desperately, so urgently, require the assistance that relief items, and in particular shelter, provide, when appropriately and quickly delivered. 

Thank you. 

� http://www.cred.be/sites/default/files/CredCrunch21.pdf





