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Why does cooking fuel matter?

• Food rations inedible 
unless cooked

• Cooking fuel typically 
not addressed during 
humanitarian response

• Distance, deserts and
forests

• Income generation
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Cooking & Shelter: the problems

 Crowded camps + 
open cooking fires = 
increased fire risk

 Burning solid fuels + 
poor ventilation = 
indoor air pollution
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Cooking & Shelter: the problems

 Cool climates + 
no
blankets = fires 
for
heating  IAP

 Many shelters 
have poor 
ventilation IAP
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Cooking & Shelter: the problems

 Firewood + timber
sometimes in 
competition

 Women often 
responsible for 
collecting both

 Less wood + 
farther distance = 
more risk



Research. Rethink. Resolve.

Cooking & Shelter: Options
Research. Rethink. Resolve.

 Outdoor cooking 
shelters 

 Improved ventilation

 Fuel-efficient stoves

 Fuel-saving NFIs 

 Alternative (non-
wood) construction 
materials
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Guidance 
 Matrix on Agency Roles & Responsibilities for 

Ensuring a Coordinated, Multi-Sectoral Fuel 
Strategy in Humanitarian Settings
 Who (which cluster) is responsible for doing what

(fuel-related activities), when (phases of humanitarian 
response)?

 Decision Tree Diagrams on Factors Affecting 
Choice of Fuel Strategy in Humanitarian Settings
 How to choose the most appropriate fuel for a specific 

response setting?
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SAFE implementation so far

WFP-WRC Assessments/Projects*:
Darfur*, Uganda*, Kenya*, Ethiopia, DRC,    
Chad, Haiti*, Sri Lanka*

 Projects include FES for households + 
institutions, briquettes, livelihoods 
diversification, reforestation with coppicing 
trees, etc.

WFP target: 6 million refugee/IDP households
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International Network on Household Energy in Humanitarian 
Settings 

The Fuel Network - www.fuelnetwork.org

http://www.fuelnetwork.org/�
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OFDA Guidance
Fuel-efficient 
Stoves (FES) 

http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/di
saster assistance/publications/FES Toolkit/USAID FES T
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Questions? Need more info?

Please contact: 

Erin Patrick
Senior Program Officer, Fuel & Firewood 

Initiative, 
Women’s Refugee Commission (New York)

erinp@wrcommission.org, +1 212 865 2567

mailto:erinp@wrcommission.org�


womensrefugeecommission.org
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