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Introduction: GBV Mainstreaming Programme

In line with commitments to the global Call to Action on Protection 
Against Gender-Based Violence in Emergencies, and in accordance with 
the IASC Guidelines for Integrating Gender-Based Violence Interventions 
in Humanitarian Action (2015), IOM has been working to improve GBV 
prevention and risk mitigation in emergency response operations 
worldwide. 

IOM’s efforts are geared to the needs of front-line field staff, who 
have a responsibility to mitigate GBV risks and need to respond safely 
and ethically to GBV incidents, particularly where there are no 
specialized services or referral pathways. The interventions are 
designed to reduce vulnerabilities to GBV at the onset of emergencies, 
by building the capacity of field practitioners to anticipate, recognize 
and address GBV risks, providing direct technical support and 
developing innovative tools, resources and guidance. Since 2014, over 
1,000 staff and partners in more than 20 countries have been trained. 

Areas of work include: Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), Camp 
Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM), Women’s Participation 
in Camp Governance Structures, and Shelter & Settlements.



Introduction: GBV Mainstreaming Programme

Protection as central to shelter programmes
Well-designed shelter programmes are based on the most fundamental principles of protection: a roof over one’s 
head, clothing on one’s body; and at a minimum, freedom from physical harm and violence. The settlement as a 
whole as well as individual shelters or ‘homes’ are often where people can find well-being and safety, as recognized 
by adequate housing being a human right. [...] Shelters must be habitable, provide physical safety and adequate 
space, as well as protection against the cold, damp, heat, rain, wind, and other climatic threats which may impact on 
health. In essence, the process of sheltering is primarily about safeguarding health, security, privacy and dignity, 
and shelters are a physical manifestation of protection.

Why do shelter actors need to worry about gender-based violence?
While well implemented Shelter operations can reduce risks of GBV, poorly implemented programmes, that do not 
consider the risks that people are facing, can increase risks of GBV. Given that the core objective of most 
emergency shelter programmes is to safeguard health, security, privacy and dignity of affected populations, so they 
must seek to reduce all of the risks faced by affected populations, from flooding to earthquakes to GBV. This includes 
both GBV among crisis affected populations, conflicting parties and host communities as well as potential risks of 
sexual exploitation and abuse (also known as SEA) perpetrated by humanitarian staff. […]

…simply put, it is about good shelter programming.



Some of the achievements so far…



Guidance and Tools

DRAFT
Please send comments to gbv@sheltercluster.org 

https://www.sheltercluster.org/gbv-shelter-programming-working-group/documents/distribution-non-food-items-shelter-materials-cash

https://www.sheltercluster.org/gbv-shelter-programming-working-group/documents/distribution-non-food-items-shelter-materials-cash


Workshops and Trainings



GBV Constant Companion



Videos

https://www.youtube.com/user/ShelterCluster



…and more

• Case studies

• Research pieces, articles

• Sessions and presentations at global 
and regional events

• Mentorships



GSC Working Group: GBV in Shelter Programming

www.sheltercluster.org/gbv



Next Steps…

• More country level workshops and global events

• Revision of existing tools and research pieces
• Site Planning, Distribution of NFI-Shelter materials-Cash, Collective Centres (?)

• Video on Survivor centred approach
• This film is for humanitarian workers who may face disclosure of a GBV incident when meeting 

people affected by a humanitarian crisis.
• It is intended to accompany the tools developed so far

• Sinergy with the work on Disability Inclusion
• https://www.sheltercluster.org/working-group/inclusion-persons-disabilities-shelter-

programming-wg

• …and more.

https://www.sheltercluster.org/working-group/inclusion-persons-disabilities-shelter-programming-wg


www.sheltercluster.org/gbv

Email: gbv@sheltercluster.org

Thank you!

http://www.sheltercluster.org/gbv
mailto:gbv@sheltercluster.org
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