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EMERGENCY SHELTER COORDINATION GROUP

Java Earthquake
Indonesia

HEALTH AND SAFETY MESSAGES
These messages were compiled by the Cluster membership, and have been approved by WHO on behalf of the Health Cluster (16 June). They should be approved by the relevant health authorities prior to dissemination

SITE PREPARATION & RUBBLE CLEARANCE

· Do not enter buildings if you are not sure they are safe

· Make sure children are out of the way before knocking down walls

· Prop up walls before climbing on the roof to remove tiles

· Use a rope to pull down a wall

· Wear a mask to prevent inhalation of dust
· Wet rubble with water before breaking it up and removing
· Wear shoes. 
· If you stand on a nail or cut yourself, wash the wound immediately with clean water or disinfectant and then seek professional medical attention.  
· Wear goggles or glasses when clearing rubble. 
· If something gets in your eye, wash thoroughly with clean water. If irritation persists, seek professional medical attention
· Do not throw waste in the street or river
SAFE SHELTER
· Don’t erect your tent or tarpaulin too close to walls or buildings that appear to be unsafe
· Consider a double layer of roofing to protect infants and the elderly from heat

· If you are building back your home, please seek professional advice as one of the main reasons so many homes collapsed or were damaged  was poor construction

· Dig drainage ditches before the rainy season
· If you live downwind of Mt Merapi, erect your tent with a steep roof to allow ash to slide off 
James Shepherd-Barron, Coordinator, Emergency Shelter Cluster, Yogyakarta
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