Policy Statement on Transitional Shelter
At an all day public forum at Gadja Mada University on 26 June 2006 regarding transitional shelter, the following were recognized and requested to be brought to government attention:
1. Government agencies at all levels need to acknowledge more clearly the magnitude of the destruction from the 27 May 2006 earthquake.  Total destruction of houses has affected 306,000--354,000 households, and left them homeless.  This figure has been underestimated in many media.

2. A more specific picture is needed on what funds are or will be available for the reconstruction, and when they will be available.  This will assist in planning and show the gaps that need to be assisted from elsewhere, and the time frame.

3. The time needed to deliver assistance for reconstruction is such that transitional shelter will be needed for about 2 years.  The poor and vulnerable particularly need assistance.  At least 306,000 households are affected.
4. Transitional housing is especially needed when it provides a workplace for home-based industries, estimated to be 20,000 of the affected households.
5. The meeting endorsed the “Suggested Strategic Framework for Rumah Cikal Shelter” document and recommended it for government consideration.

The following actions are therefore requested to be considered by the government:

1. The government is requested to issue a statement confirming the magnitude of the destruction of housing, with an analysis of the resulting needs.

2. The government is requested to issue a statement of support for the concept of transitional shelter.
3. The government is requested to analyse the sources and magnitude of funds that will be available for shelter reconstruction, and to develop a strategy for meeting the needs, both transitional and permanent.

4. The government is asked to study and to endorse the document “Suggested Strategic Framework for Rumah Cikal Shelter”. 

5. It is requested that the $20 million fund from the World Bank for reconstruction of shelter be used for transitional shelter so that the largest number of people can be benefited.
