Fire Safety Public Service Announcement (1) December 19, 2005

This is a Public Service Announcement from _____________

Open flames in or close to tents are highly dangerous. Fires spread quickly and can destroy a tent in less than 60 seconds. To keep control, there are some few but effective things you should bear in mind. 
To prevent fires

· Avoid using naked flames inside your tent.
· Be careful with candles. Place them within a glass jar or metal tin if possible. Never keep a candle lit while sleeping or when leaving the tent.

· Keep  matchboxes and lighters out of reach from children.
· If you light a fire outside your tent, make sure to keep highly flammable things, like dry grass, papers or kerosene  away from the fire area.
· Remember to be careful to extinguish the fire before leaving it .Never leave a fire unattended.
· Be careful with gas heaters. Before going to sleep or leaving the tent, turn off all appliances.
· Avoid smoking inside the tent. If you smoke inside the tent, be careful to extinguish the cigarette outside. Never smoke in bed.
If a fire starts

· If a fire erupts and you are inside the tent, do not spend time trying to gather valuables. Just get everyone out straight away and stay out.
· Cover the flames with wet material, like a wet coat/ blanket or cover it with sand. This blocks the fire's supply of oxygen. 
· Make sure everyone in your surrounding knows about the fire. Shout! Get everyone together.
· Call the fire and rescue service and give the exact location

If your clothes catch on fire 
· STOP: Do not run around. You will only make the flames burn faster. 
· DROP: Lie down. This makes it harder for the fire to spread. It also reduces the effect of flames on your face and head. Remember that flames burn upwards. 
· ROLL AROUND: Rolling smothers the flames. 

If you get burnt
· Cool the affected area with cold water or a wet towel immediately.

· Make sure to protect the burn with a clean cloth.

· Seek medical help as soon as possible.
· Keep burn victims warm.
